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erty the owner is in need of consolation as much as the
poor and therefore is not obliged to console others; that
zakat is a small contribution from a great quantity of prop-
erty in order that its payment may not be heavy and for this
reason it strikes only productive property so that the hard-
ship involved in its settlement may be offset by the produc-
tivity of the property, and that therefore if the zakat were
extracted in this case, there would have been exacted other
than what was due; finally, that the fact that a poor person
has demanded payment of zakat is of no account, because he
is by no means the very one beneficiary entitled to the zakcLt
and the zakat payer has the right himself to disburse the
zakat to the poor person and it is exactly in order to dis-
burse it to a more deserving poor person that he refused to
disburse it to him. The Hanifite doctors of 'Iraq, however,
claim that if the owner refuses to disburse the zakat to the
public collector he becomes responsible for it in case of
destruction, because the public collector, unlike the poor, is
entitled to demand payment of the zakat.

If only a part of the nisab htas been destroyed accident-
ally, then only its share of the zakat lapses since the rest
can still pay zakat. If, for example, out of 130 sheep all
but 40 were destroyed, there would still be due a zakat of
one sheep on the 40. The rule in this respect is that the
part destroyed is applied first to the fafw (the surplus over
the nisab) which does not pay zakat, and if it does not cover
the fafw entirely, the amount of the zakat to be paid is not
affected, since the nisab has been left intact. But if the de-
stroyed part more than covers the 'afw and runs over into
the nisdb, the excess over the fafw is applied to the various
nisabs successively, beginning with the nisab next to the cafw
until the first nisab is reached. For instance, if 15 out of
40 camels were destroyed, the various nisabs being 5, 10,
15, 20, 25, 36 and 46 camels, and the intervals between those